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Foundation awards $433,500 in grants,
$1.3 million planned over three years
New Tech Network

At its board of directors meeting on
December 6, the Public Life Foundation
of Owensboro approved six grants
totaling $433,500 to local nonprofit
organizations, institutions and agencies
that serve youth and education.

To help launch Kentucky’s first New Tech Network, a collaborative effort involving Owensboro, Daviess County
and Hancock Public Schools, regional colleges and
universities, business and industry.
•
•
•

The grantees:

BOLD Scholarship Fund

Puzzle Pieces

To grow an endowment for scholarships that will help
students who need 12 hours or less to earn their degree.
•
•

$155,500 in 2013
$110,000 in 2014
$108,000 in 2015

For staff and program support for youth with intellectual
disabilities.

$50,000 in 2013
An additional $50,000 if matched in 2014

•
•

Cliff Hagan Boys and Girls Club

$43,000 in 2013
$35,000 in 2014

To invest in programs, equipment and facilities to better
transport, accommodate and serve the 2,800 youth who
use the club each year.

Grant awards focus on early childhood education, reading
proficiency, quality teaching, children living in poverty and
postsecondary educational attainment – the five priority
areas targeted by the foundation board.

•
•
•

Grants were also earmarked for the second and third
year, but some hinge on matches and other conditions.

$35,000 in 2013
$40,000 in 2014
$40,000 in 2015

The grants were approved by the foundation board of
directors:

Imagination Library
To get more books in the homes of our youth, to purchase
books and supplies, and to expand an endowment to
ensure program sustainability.
•

Sally Hager Wood, Owensboro (Chair)
Bruce Hager, Cincinnati, Oh. (Vice Chair)
Susie Hager Alford, Owensboro (Treasurer)
Bill Speciale, Boston, Mass.
Stewart Hager, Knoxville, Tenn.
Rodney Berry, Owensboro

$50,000

Owensboro Public Schools Reading Camp
To support a summer reading camp to reduce summer
decline in literacy.
•
•
•

“We are delighted to award these grants to such worthy
community organizations,” Ms. Wood said. “There were
so many excellent proposals – 41 in all. We are confident
that these resources will have a significant impact and
improve the conditions and prospects for the youth of
our area.”

$100,000 in 2013
$80,000 in 2014
$80,000 in 2015
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Report on the Community Forum:

“The Reading Priority”
Public Life Foundation of Owensboro

Nearly 300 ideas were suggested.

On November 13, 2013 nearly 50 citizens devoted a half-day
at the Logsdon Community Center to examine the challenges
our community faces to improve and advance reading. Guest
Speaker Christy Clouse, Regional Director of the Imagination
Library, was followed by a panel discussion and open forum
that featured Sherry Baber (Hager Preschool), Karen Reed
(Eastview Elementary School), and Robyn Mattingly (America
Reads and RSVP programs). All participants underscored the
critical importance of reading.

Participants included teachers, retired teachers, pre-school
professionals, reading specialists, school administrators,
school board members, bankers, foundations, librarians,
youth service center directors, social workers, youth and
education advocates, ministers, higher education professionals and others.
Participants received discussion guides that included data
comparing local third grade and high school reading levels
with other Kentucky school districts. The most recent report
was released on September 27, 2013.

The panel discussion was followed by small group dialogue.
Participants identified ways in which various segments of our
community can contribute to this community challenge.

For a copy of the Public Life Foundation Discussion Guide: www.plfo.org.

October 2014
January
2013
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Report on the Community Forum: The Reading Priority

Recognizing the vital need to advance and
improve reading in our community…
What more can our
philanthropic community do?
•

Award grants to organizations and programs that
improve reading skills in our youth.

•

Acknowledge and showcase the work of foundations
and charitable organizations that support reading
programs.

•

Fund awareness campaigns that stress the vital
importance of reading to children at a young age.

•

Fund awareness programs that inform the public of
community resources and programs.

•

Provide matching grants for contributions to programs
such as The Imagination Library, Public Library early
reading programs, Head Start, America Reads and more.

•

Convene a meeting of all the local foundations and
make a presentation on the vital need to support reading
programs.

•

Promote the need for volunteers to assist children with
reading.

•

Fund grants that facilitate collaboration among
organizations that focus on reading and youth.

•

Fund research to identify effective models that improve
and advance reading.

What more can churches* do?
*Ministers, Sunday School classes, youth groups, etc.

•

Use church vans to provide transportation to our local
public library.

•

Incorporate reading time into after school programs.

•

Devote a portion of the church newsletter to children’s
reading tips, the importance of reading to children,
book clubs, etc.

•

Establish or add to a church library with children’s books.

•

Open the neighborhood around the church for reading
time, book clubs, tutoring, etc.

•

Encourage churches to recruit teens from their
congregations to help youth with reading. (This can often
be credited to community service hours.)

•

Give prizes to youth members or youth in the
neighborhood for reading achievements.

January 2014
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Report on the Community Forum: The Reading Priority

What more can coaches and
mentors do?
•

Work with teachers and be advised when players have
reading challenges. Support, encourage, recruit tutors,
etc.

•

Serve as spokespersons for programs such as
Imagination Library.

•

Show by example by being seen reading books,
magazines, etc.

•

Share sports articles and books – especially with
students who have difficulties with reading.

•

Display posters showing athletes reading and place
around a school or youth center.

•

Identify a book or article that a sports team or teams
could read and discuss together. The book could be
about sports, courage, teamwork, fortitude, leadership,
etc.

•

Require a minimum “B” average to participate in sports.

•

Check on resources that may be available through the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

•

Advise mentors when youth need special help with
reading. Mentors could tutor or help line up one, provide
encouragement, etc.

•

Stress to parents ways to make the greatest impact by
reading to their children.

What more can professional
and fraternal groups do?
(e.g., lawyers, accountants, retired teachers, human
resources, Masons, Oddfellows, VFW, American Legion,
Fraternal Order of Police, Elks, etc.)

•

Encourage groups to volunteer or support reading
programs (e.g. Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP)
and America Reads).

•

Realtors could place literature on programs such as
Imagination Library in new home packets.

•

Encourage organizations to adopt a program, school or
classroom to help youth with reading difficulties.

•

Sponsor a project such as an “I Love to Read Day.”

What more can child care
centers do?
•

January 2014
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Work with the Imagination Library leaders to get books
in the homes of all children enrolled in child care and
preschool.
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Report on the Community Forum: The Reading Priority

•

•

•

Conduct age-appropriate training and mentoring
programs for child care workers and preschool teachers
so that they know how to read to children in the most
effective way.

improve reading skills.

Identify if there are impediments that make it difficult
for parents/guardians to read to their child. Draw
a professional team together to eliminate those
impediments.
Implement successful models such as “STARZ,” “Race
to the Top” and “Preschool Pals.”

Make literacy and the challenge of improving reading the
number one focus of our schools and community.

•

Provide parents with tips on reading to their children.

•

Establish a literacy council to monitor reading skills and
develop strategies to improve reading, particularly at a
young age.

•

Challenge groups (such as those referred to above) to
come up with at least one thing they can do to advance
or improve reading in their school or district.

•

Develop and fund a promotional campaign that stresses
the importance of reading to their children, particularly at
a young age. Use social media, testimonials, etc.

•

Facilitate collaboration between city-county family
resource centers, school nurses, social services,
child protective services and others in order to work
holistically to meet the external needs of children.

•

Partner with existing organizations to implement
activities and programs that promote literacy and

January 2014

Schedule parent conferences and school board meetings
outside parent work hours. Be more welcoming to
parents.

•

Assist families in obtaining library cards.

•

Develop age-appropriate summer reading lists, circulate
and provide incentives for participation.

What more can parents/
guardians do?

What more can PTOs, school
councils, booster clubs,
school boards and educational
foundations do?
•

•
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•

Read to their child at least three times per week.

•

Learn how to enhance the reading experience with
questions, storytelling, etc.

•

Attend school events and meetings: chili suppers,
carnivals, book fairs, PTO, council, teacher conferences,
etc.

•

Keep up with your child’s progress and challenges.

•

Read the materials that are sent home with a child.

•

Contact other parents/guardians to encourage them to
attend meetings and events.

•

At PTO, council and other meetings, share what’s
working for you and your child.

•

Organize a neighborhood reading club for various ages.

•

Make it a point for your child to see you reading.

•

Recognize teachers, aides, volunteers, and others for
their important work.

plfo.org

Report on the Community Forum: The Reading Priority

What more can neighborhood
alliances do?
•

Inform neighborhood leaders (yours and others) how the
development of good readers in their neighborhoods will
lead to safer, more neighborly and active residents.

•

Form a neighborhood book/reading club – for everyone
and a “tree house” club just for kids.

•

Develop a program whereby everyone in a neighborhood
reads the same book and then comes together to talk
about it.

•

Develop a neighborhood book exchange or “red box”
recycling program.

•

Sign up children in your neighborhood in the Imagination
Library program.

•

Donate/collect unsold books and magazines from garage
sales; create a neighborhood library.

•

At neighborhood block parties or family fun nights,
feature children reading or an adult reading from a
children’s book.

•

Recruit volunteer tutors from the neighborhood.

•

Encourage churches in the neighborhood to get involved
in reading projects.

•

What more can libraries do?
•

Conduct a public awareness campaign to inform the
community about the reading programs already offered
through the public library and school libraries.

•

Offer/expand summer reading and story time programs.

•

Bring back the Bookmobile.

•

Take library personnel or volunteers into child care
centers, Head Start, after-school locations, community
centers and other locations for special reading programs
and to assist youth in securing library cards.

•

Start a “red box” program.

•

Develop special programs for comic book readers.

•

Bring in children’s authors to read, illustrate and meet
with children.

•

Organize a reading fair at Smother’s Park downtown, the
mall, RiverPark Center and other locations to promote
reading and educate parents/guardians.

•

Expand multi-language reading materials and staff for
our growing immigrant community.

Assign various neighborhoods to elected officials to
monitor and promote reading programs.

January 2014
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Invite representatives of area print, television
(commercial, public, public access), radio, billboard,
social media, and specialty advertising to learn more
about the importance of reading to children.

•

Use school district public access channels as a tool for
promoting reading.

•

Develop human interest stories to enhance the campaign
(i.e., Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library).

•

Develop an effective theme to challenge our community
to significantly improve reading levels.

What more can public officials
do?
•

Participate in forums, community meetings, etc. to learn
more about reading issues and challenges facing our
community.

•

Make our reading challenges an urgent, top community
priority.

•

Be open to partnering with school districts to fund
reading programs.

January 2014

Coalesce with public officials across the state to
collaboratively address this statewide challenge.

•

Develop or participate in community-wide programs
such as “I love to read day,” “Read with a Cop/Firefighter
Day,” “Caught in the Act of Reading,” etc.

•

Issue a proclamation to promote “Reading/Literacy
Month” or a related promotion.

What more can CEO’s, plant
and store managers do?

What more can the media do?
•

•
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•

Complete a checklist of activities that support reading to
earn a Golden Apple Award.

•

Allow employees to take time off with pay to attend
meetings and events at their children’s school.

•

Invite employees to bring used books (particularly
children’s books) to their workplace for a recycled book
program.

•

Provide financial support and/or volunteer work for
programs such as Imagination Library and America
Reads.

•

Encourage CEOs and other employees to read to
children at preschools, child care, Head Start and other
locations.

•

Direct retail store cashiers to invite customers to
contribute a dollar to a reading program.

•

Following a tour of a plant or store where a relative
works, invite the children of an employee to write a letter
about their experience. Give an award for the best letter.

•

Send age-appropriate books to the children of
employees on their birthday, at Christmas or other
occasions.

plfo.org
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•

Encourage seniors to recruit other seniors to read to
children or help children with reading.

•

Assist with book collection drives.

•

Contribute financially to reading programs.

•

Name a reading program as a beneficiary in estate plans.

•

Serve as a mentor for an at-risk child.

What more can social workers
do?
•

Develop trusting relationships with client families and
encourage them to place a high value on reading in the
early years.

•

Provide parents/guardians with tips on how to read to
their child.

•

Help the family receive books from Imagination Library or
other sources.

•

•

What more can civic and
service clubs do?
(e.g., Junior League, Rotary Club, Pilot Club, Kiwanis
Club, Optimist Club, Civitan Club, Chamber Young Profes-

If there is an impediment to reading (e.g., a parent or
guardian who may not be able to read, a disability, etc.),
develop a strategy to overcome the impediment or help
the client find the help they need.

sional, Leadership Owensboro/Emerge Owensboro, etc.)

•

Embrace as a top organizational priority the community
challenge of lifting reading proficiency.

Seek ongoing training on literacy education.

•

Invite reading specialists, school administrators, teachers
and others to speak at a regular meeting of your
organization.

•

Organize a benefit to assist a reading program such as
America Reads or Imagination Library.

•

Encourage members to volunteer and read to children in
schools, child care centers, Head Start, youth centers,
etc.

•

Encourage members to serve on various governing or
advisory boards of organizations that are dedicated to
reading improvement.

•

Collaborate with other civic-service clubs to maximize
impact.

•

Deliver books to child care centers, laundries, youth
centers, hospitals and other locations where children can
read or be read to.

What more can retired
individuals do?
•

Read to a child and/or help a child with reading through
programs such as America Reads, a project of the
Retired Senior Volunteer Corps (RSVP).

January 2014
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Now… we have
all these terrific
ideas! Where do
we go from here?
Remember: This is a community
challenge. We need to have educators at
the forefront, but we also need to involve

What more can youth and
community centers do?

people from all walks of life.

(e.g., Cliff Hagan Boys and Girls Club, H. L. Neblett
Center, Dugan Best Center, Girls Inc., churches, etc.)

•

•

1. Share these ideas with people you
know who fall within one or more of

Inform parents, guardians, teachers and others that
these programs and services are available.

•

Provide/expand training for parents/guardians on how to
most effectively read to children.

•

Remove barriers (e.g., transportation) so that more youth
can benefit from community centers.

•

Increase dialogue with parents and stress the importance
of reading and education.

•

Send home with the kids daily reading and learning tips.

•

As part of your routine, communicate and collaborate
with other youth and community centers.

•

We need people
like YOU to…

Recruit mentors, readers and tutors to assist youth
with reading and homework. (College and high school
students, clubs, National Honor Societies and others
can count this type of volunteer work toward community
service hours.)

these segments of our community:
a coach, a mentor, a youth center
director, a retired individual, a
business leader, a neighbor, and
others.
2. Report who you shared these ideas
with and, if possible, obtain their
contact information so we can
follow-up with who is doing what.
3. Stay connected as participation
is monitored and successes are

Identify age-appropriate books and invite all to read the
same book and join a reading-discussion club.

January 2014
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Dialogue on race, justice and child welfare
According to the annual Kids Count Report, a partnership
including the Kentucky Youth Advocates and the Annie E.
Casey Foundation, the poverty rate among OwensboroDaviess County youth was 23.2 percent in 2013. This is up
from 17.9 percent in 2008.
Given these troubling trends, the Public Life Foundation of
Owensboro (PLFO) has made the impoverished children of
our community a top priority. One initiative the PLFO considers promising is the Daviess County Race, Community
and Child Welfare Initiative (RCCW). RCCW meets regularly
and generally attracts 30-40 participants. These sessions
include representatives of social service and juvenile justice
agencies. Some of the topics examined by the group:
•
•
•

the disproportionate number of children of color in our
juvenile justice and child welfare systems
imbedded racial inequities
family team meetings associated with case management

The RCCW project is supported by the Casey Family Programs, the Kentucky Department for Community Based

Services, and the Kentucky Youth Advocates. The initiative
expanded into a community group in early 2011.
In 2014, RCCW will continue to engage community stakeholders in action planning and goal setting on issues that
are of particular relevance to Owensboro/Daviess County.
Participants will examine how there can be more equity in
abuse and neglect referrals, school and agency dialogue
with families, and foster care participation.
“RCCW will be effective if there is meaningful input from
community stakeholders and families. They need to share
what truly impacts them and engage participants on their
level to help solve problems,” said Brandon Harley, Kentucky
Department for Community Based Services.
A key challenge is to get everyone at the table, including
families and minorities. It’s important to understand the
perspective of the front line service providers, but RCCW
also needs to attract parents and families who struggle
financially every day.

How to help the poor – 10 ways, right now
“Twenty-three years since the adoption of the
Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA), Kentucky
now ranks 39th in funding for education. In just
six years, 13 rounds of budget cuts have slashed
$1.6 billion from the state’s General Fund.”

As we debate philosophical approaches to address poverty…
As legislation and budgets advance or get overpowered by
special interests…
As we find money for other things but slash funds for causes
without a strong or effective voice…

Louisville Courier-Journal
January 5, 2014

What can we do? What can we go ahead
and do? Right now.

Contact Information

1. W
 e can volunteer at a shelter, food-clothing bank, or
prepare taxes for low-income individuals to maximize
their return.
2. We can chip in and give a little more. We can make
contributions to charities that serve the homeless, the
hungry, and those with mental illness who can’t afford
their medications.
3. We can push for programs – particularly substance abuse
programs – for those who are incarcerated. They
will get out of jail someday, and if they are still addicted,
if they are without skills or if no one will hire them, they
are more likely to return to our correction system.

Federal:
U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell
United States Senate
317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1702
U.S. Senator Rand Paul
United States Senate
124 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1703
U.S. Representative Brett Guthrie
Daviess County Regional Office
2200 Airport Road l Owensboro, KY 42301

State:

What can we do?

We can take a minute to call or
send an email or a note to a local, state or federal leader
to encourage them to do more for the poor. How? They can

Senator Joe Bowen l joe.bowen@lrc.ky.gov
702 Capitol Ave l Annex Room 228 l Frankfort KY 40601
Representative Jim Glenn l jim.glenn@lrc.ky.gov
702 Capitol Ave l Annex Room 358 l Frankfort KY 40601

4. …
 increase the state or federal minimum wage.
5. …join 24 states and approve a tax credit for the
working poor.
6. …support programs (e.g., banking, financial literacy) of
our area asset building coalition.
7. …
 restore support for child care so a parent can continue their education or training.
8. …
 restore kinship care funding to help relatives care
for children.
9. …expand earned paid sick days.
10. …restore cuts in education. Providing a high quality
education is the most effective anti-poverty strategy
we can adopt.

Representative Tommy Thompson
tommy.thompson@lrc.ky.gov
702 Capitol Ave l Annex Room 315 l Frankfort KY 40601
Representative Suzanne Miles
702 Capitol Ave l Annex Room 451E l Frankfort KY 40601
Representative Jim Gooch l jim.gooch@lrc.ky.gov
702 Capitol Ave l Annex Room 370D l Frankfort KY 40601
Representative Dwight Butler l dwight.butler@lrc.ky.gov
702 Capitol Ave l Annex Room 429H l Frankfort KY 40601

Local:
Daviess County Fiscal Court
Judge Executive Al Mattingly l amattingly@daviessky.org
212 Saint Ann St., Room 202 l Owensboro, KY 42303
City of Owensboro
Mayor Ron Payne l mayor@owensboro.org
101 E. Fourth St. l Owensboro, KY 42303
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Public Life Foundation of Owensboro

2013 Key Activities – Youth & Education
Issues examined and programs administered by the foundation in the past year

Issue: Children’s Health/Childhood
Obesity

Issue: Workplace Readiness, Innovation
in Teaching

The foundation engaged 400 citizens in dialogue, at sites
throughout the community, using the HBO documentary
“Weight of the Nation” as a discussion guide.

The foundation visited the New Tech facility and program in
Columbus, Indiana.
The New Tech program, a state-of-the-art technical training
and project-based learning model, better prepares graduates
for the jobs of tomorrow and results in higher postsecondary educational attainment. The New Tech program will be
the first in Kentucky. Three school districts, four colleges,
business and industry are collaborating.

Fifty-two public viewings produced more than 44 action
steps to improve community response to this pressing public
health challenge. Action steps are being used by several
community organizations that are implementing many of
the recommendations.

Issue: Early Childhood Education

Issue: Communication and
Collaboration in Education

More than 50 participants devoted half a day to examine
community challenges and opportunities in early childhood
education. The report from the forum underscored the importance that early childhood education has in our community,
and it set the stage for a follow-up meeting with a special
focus on reading.

The foundation supports and participates in a revitalized
Regional Alliance for Education. Under the direction of
former secretary of the Kentucky Education and Workforce
Development Cabinet Helen Mountjoy, the alliance facilitates
communication and collaboration. The alliance has had a key
role in local certification of college and career ready programs.

Issue: Reading Proficiency

Issue: Children Living in Poverty

Using a foundation issue brief, more than 40 participants
came up with 300 ways in which various segments of our
community can improve and advance reading. Participants
focused on 18 segments of our community – for example:
What can our youth/community centers do? What can
churches do? What can our neighborhood groups do? What
can our workplaces do?

The foundation participates in the Race, Community and
Child Welfare (RCCW) program, funded through the Annie
Casey Foundation and administered by the Kentucky Youth
Advocates. The purpose of RCCW is to foster communication
and collaboration among youth and social service agencies,
educators, ministers, public health officials and others.
RCCW has focused on racial inequities, generational poverty,
and reductions in support for child care and kinship care.

These ideas are now being used by a Literacy Task Force
established by Owensboro Public Schools.

The foundation has also supported the Benefits Access initiative, a project intended to streamline the application process
to improve access to social service programs. Audubon Area
Community Services has been administering the project.
January 2014

13

plfo.org

Issue: 2014 Legislative Priorities
(Kentucky Youth Advocates)

Affiliations and Networking
The foundation is represented on many boards, committees
and task forces, including:

In late October, the foundation moderated a state legislative forum: The Kentucky Youth Advocates “Step up for
Kentucky’s Kids” event. More than 150 citizens participated.

•

In November, the foundation also moderated a legislative
forum of officials representing the Owensboro Public Schools,
school board members and district superintendents from
the region. Approximately 25 participated.

•

•
•
•

Grant Program
The foundation developed its first major grant program in
2013. Following a rigorous nine month application process,
six proposals totaling $433,500 were funded in support of
youth and education. (For details, see cover story in this
edition of the Public Life Advocate.)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Lawrence and Augusta Hager Educational Foundation
(Director)
Owensboro Community and Technical College Hager
Endowment: Hager Civic Engagement Scholars
Program (Advisory Council)
Kentucky Youth Advocates (Director, Blueprint
Committee)
Regional Alliance for Education (Member)
Owensboro-Daviess County Regional Dental Clinic
(former Chair, Director)
Owensboro Public Schools Literacy Task Force
(Subcommittee Chair)
Race, Community and Child Welfare Committee
(Member)
Healthy Horizons (Member)
Western Kentucky University - Owensboro (Advisory
Committee)
International Bluegrass Music Museum (Trustee)
Goodfellows Club (Director)
Ronald Lee Logsdon Community Center (Advisory
Committee)
Cliff Hagan Boys and Girls Club (Director)

plfo.org

